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From the power of information 

To “pollution” of information  



The challenge 

Handling of “big data” is crucial in 
transforming free and open data into 
information that brings tangible benefits 
to environment and society. 

 



Why cities? 



Urbanization trends 

> 90% of population lives in cities 

Source: EEA Signals 



  

Urbanization trends 

Source: EEA Signals 
2004 
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Each variable data are standardized resulting to z-scores, which are in turn added or 
subtracted according to the variable characterization. In this way, quality of life scores 
are estimated at municipality level. 











Suspended particles (μgr/m3) 



Mortality (per 10,000 inhabitants) 













QOL change  
(2003-2005) 





Next phase 



       
  Cooling degree days  Thermal discomfort 

  



Free, open and full internet-based access to 
Sentinel data provides the necessary foundation for 
EO based services to citizens  and will increasingly 
enable service providers to optimize such services 
through composite indicators and easy to follow 

visualization.   
 

Services may support citizens’ involvement through 
the provision – by the citizens – of localised 
information supportive for the estimation and/or 
validation of the composite indicator.  
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